
 

 

YOUTH BAPTISM PROCESS  
 (Pre-teen to 17 years old) 

 
Thank you for expressing interest in believer’s baptism at Christ Church (CC) for your youth. We are excited 
to get to know you and them better. We are also eager to help you all decide if now is the right time to go 
ahead with public baptism. 
 
Process For Youth Application For Baptism And Church Membership: 
 

1. Parents please read Christ Church’s statement on baptizing children and please read  Your Child’s 
Profession of Faith by Dennis Gundersen. Even if you’ve read it before, please read it again with your 
current son/daughter applicant in mind. 

 
2. If after reading these two items you believe that your son/daughter’s profession of faith is credible 

and independent, the next step is to wait for them to express it independently, both to you and to 
the church. This means going quite on the matter, waiting for them to express interest in baptism to 
you independent of your promptings. Then, when they do that, encouraging them to approach a 
pastor at CC (on their own) on a Sunday evening after the service to let us know they’d like to be 
considered for baptism. The CC pastors are consistently inviting any unbaptized person to come 
and talk about it with us, and we are eager to do so. Coming on their own accord will signal to you 
and to us that they are believing in a credible and independent way. 
 
If after reading the book and statement, you do not believe your child is ready for baptism, then 
please simply continue to cultivate a knowledge of and love for Jesus Christ and the gospel in them 
and watch for signs that they are ready to go public with faith through baptism in the future. We 
can help with resources or ideas as you seek to shepherd them toward Jesus. 

 
3. Once your child approaches a pastor, and you receive confirmation from that pastor, then they and 

you are ready to fill out the initial questionnaire on page 2 of this document. Giving your youth 
these questions and having them fill out and turn in the answers on their own will test the 
independent nature of their faith and resolve to follow Jesus. Please leave the ball in their court 
once they have the questions. We will be happy and eager to see a copy straight from them, even if 
hand written. Your answers to the parent’s questions can be emailed to clint@christchurchabq.com. 

 
4. A CC pastor will then evaluate the application and set up a time to interview you and your youth 

ahead of the next membership class to help determine next steps.  Please do not sign your youth up 
for the membership class until you have a response and guidance from a CC pastor to do so.  
 
Here are the possible responses and guidance a pastor will give after the interview. 

 
§ GREEN LIGHT: If the CC pastors agree that their profession is credible and independent enough 

for baptism, then the next step is the four-week membership class.  
 

§ YELLOW LIGHT: This will mean that the pastors had enough concerns during the interview 
about the credibility or independence of their profession that they’d like a bit more study and 
consideration on the youth’s or parent’s part. This may include a specific assignment, and may 
also include enrolling them in the membership class. 

 
§ RED LIGHT: If the CC pastors are not yet comfortable affirming your son/daughter’s profession 

through baptism and membership, then they will work with the you (the parent) to lay out a 
path forward in hope and anticipation of their baptism and membership in the future. 
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YOUTH BAPTISM APPLICATION 
(Pre-teen to 17 years old) 

 
 
Application Questionnaire 
 
Parents, please email your answers to the questions below to clint@christchurchabq.com.  
 
Parents, please allow your son/daughter to answer the “Youth Questionnaire” below on their own and 
submit it back to us on their own. As best you can let their initiative drive the pace of this process. 
 
Our goal is for the youth to press forward in this process of their own accord as much as possible. This will 
be a sign of their independent faith pressing forward toward public affirmation by the church. 
 
Youth Questionnaire 
 

1. Full Name // Phone Number // Address // Email (if available) 
2. How long have you attended Christ Church?  
3. What is the gospel of Jesus Christ? 
4. How did you come to know the Lord Jesus Christ as Savior? 
5. What does baptism mean? 
6. Why do you want to be baptized? 
7. Do you have any questions about baptism? 

 
Parent Questionnaire 
 

• #1-7 above.   
 

• Slightly different #6 – “Why do you desire your son/daughter to be baptized?” Consider especially 
chapters 7 & 8 of Your Child’s Profession of Faith.   
 

• Additional #8 – How did you discover your son/daughter desires to be baptized? 
 

• Additional #9 – Please share a couple of examples of when your son/daughter has clearly felt the 
tug of worldliness and sin yet forsaken it for the sake of Christ. (see Gunderson, Chapter 7, part 4) 

o Please be careful and articulate about how they forsook it for the sake of Christ, and not 
merely for the sake of parent, or teacher, etc. It can be difficult to discern the source of right 
belief and right behavior, whether it is from mimicking the common grace of Christian 
parents or the special grace of personal rebirth and conversion. We are looking for the 
transforming power of God’s Holy Spirit, the special sanctifying grace that comes after a 
true embracing of the gospel. This is the kind of faith, obedience, and rejection of sin that 
points to Jesus as the true and ultimate motivation. 
 

o Things to consider as you answer #9: 
§ How involved were you as parents with the specific situation or season in their life? 
§ How much prompting from you did it take for them to realize what was right or 

wrong to believe or do in this situation or season? 
§ Who did they primarily identify the potential wrong belief or action to be against? 

and the right belief or action for?  
 
Thank you for filling out this questionnaire! We are excited that you are going through this process, and we 
wait expectantly to see what God is doing in your life and in Christ Church for His glory. 


